Facts & Figures
• Indigenous children are 6 times more likely to be removed for welfare reasons and 21 times more likely to be in juvenile detention than non-indigenous children. (p.6)
• In May 1995, The National Inquiry into the Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children from their Families was established, chaired by Sir Ronald Wilson. (p.7)
• A report on the Stolen Generations, Bringing Them Home, stemming from the inquiry chaired by Sir Ronald Wilson, was tabled in Parliament in May 1997. (p.7)
• The first national Sorry Day was held in May 1998 to mark the anniversary of the stolen children report. (p.7)
• In February 2000, Mr Howard abandoned the deadline on reconciliation to be achieved by the eve of Federation celebration. (p.7)
• In April 2000, the (former) Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Senator John Herron, stated that there 'never was a generation of stolen children'. (p.7)
• Unprecedented numbers of people took part in Reconciliation marches in major cities. (p.7)
• From 1910 to 1970, when the practice of forcible removal was  at its peak, it is estimated that between 10 and 30 per cent of indigenous children were removed from their families and communities. (p.8)
• Aboriginal children were removed from their families from as early as 1820. (p.9)
• From 1860, the Governor could order the removal of any child to a reformatory or industrial school. The Protection Board could remove children from station families to be housed in dormitories. (p.9)
• From 1939 until 1971 the Director of Native Welfare was the legal guardian of all 'Aboriginal' children, whether or not their parents were living. (p.9)
• 1967 National referendum amending the Constitution took place. Aborigines were included in the census for the first time. (p.10)
• A 40% reduction in the numbers of Koori children in children's homes was achieved in 1976 following the establishment of the Victorian Aboriginal Child Care Agency. (p.10)
• In August 2000, the test case for compensation brought by two alleged members of the Stolen Generations failed. (p.11)
• Aboriginal children in the substitute care system are placed in care at five times the rate of the non-indigenous population, or 14 in every 1,000 - partly a legacy of the Stolen Generations. (p.13)
• Many Aborigines forcibly removed at the height of the practice in the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s would have died, given their lower life expectancy, thus understating the estimated proportion forcibly removed. (p.16)
• The numbers of Australians declaring their Aboriginality in ABS surveys has been increasing. Between 1991 and 1996, there was a 33 per cent increase in the number of people declaring Aboriginal descent. (p.16)
• Surveys conducted by medical practitioners in the 1970s and 1980s ... and documented in the 1997 HREOC reports ... put the proportion of stolen children at around 30 per cent. (p.17)
• In 1998/99 ATSIC provided $1,015,732 for 6 organisations to perform indigenous family reunion and tracing activities. (p.40)
• The Commonwealth Government has allocated an additional $11.25 million over 4 years to fund a single, dedicated, Indigenous family reunion (Link-Up) service in each State and the Northern Territory. (p.40)
