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WHO'S INSECURE?

There has been much commentary
about increased job insecurity. Yet
opinion polling shows that about three-

guarters of those working believe their
current job is secure:
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Who'sinsecure? (2)
% Of CUITENt  irerios by nemployment rtes, wih
higher unemployment in the 90s en-
employees Who ;:i?}lljraging some increased job insecu-
think their current

job is not secure
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hat the December 1999 unem- hat only 49 percent of Americans
ployment rate for African- would vote for an atheist presi-

American—=8.0%— and the Hispanic  dential candidate—compared to 59
unemployment rate—6.4%—were percent who would vote for a gay one.
aso the lowest ever recorded for [David Plotz Sate posted Friday, Feb. 11,
those groups. The unemployment 2000]
rate for white Americans was 3.5%

hat in December 1999, African-
and the overall US unemployment Americans had a higher labour
rate was 4.1%.

. . force participation rate than Austr
[Economic Report of the President] Iians—p65.9°/£) to 63.5%—and a highg
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Who'sinsecure? (3)

Job security has decreased in the public 1998, 57 per cent did. [Source: AVCC

sector, academia and middle manage- Key Statistics]) Obviously, changes

ment. (Thus, in 1988, 66 per cent of  which affect the articulate are treated as
higher education staff had tenure, by  universal, whether or not they are.

.. Patterns of job duration
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Did you know?

employment/population ratio—60.7%  vember 1998 felt they might lose their

to 59.0%7? job, down from 23% in November
[Economic Report of the President; ABSCat. 1993, [Economic Report of the President,
No. 6203.0.] Roy Morgan Research]
hat the percentage of American hat Across the world, more than
workers who fear they are likely 10 million people have tried

to lose their job fell from 12% in  pungee jumping. Out of the 17 known
1993 to 8% in 1998. American work- fatalities since 1986, nine were em-

ers apparently feel more secure than  ployees at jump sites.
Australian ones, of whom 16% in No- [North American Bungee Association] .
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Social Facts: Death & Crime

Since 1915, Australia's homicide rate  We can understand why 1930 might
has been fairly stable, deaths from firee  have been a bad year for suicides, but it
arms have tended to fall, while suicides ~ seemsabit odd that 1965 was as well!
have fluctuated considerably.

Death rates by type per 100,000 people in Australia
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Surveys of people’s experience of UK. Whilethe American homicide
crime show Australia to have a high rate is more than three times ours (7.4
crime rate compared to the US and per 100,000 to 1.9 per 100,000), we
have much higher rates of burglary,
90 83 car theft and assault than the US.
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Health Facts. Ageing Population

Whatever ills Australian society may
have, shrinking government cannot be
the cause. Government taxation and
expenditure has increased at a faster
rate than has the population or the
economy.

While GDP per head has more than
doubled over the last 40 years, taxes

have more than tripled, government
(non-capital) expenditure on education
and on welfare has more than quadru-
pled, and on health has increased more
than eleven fold—per Australian. Mean-
while, the Australian population has in-
creased by 84 per cent (from 10.2 mil-
lion to 18.7 million).
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The ageing of the Australian population
is going to keep the pressure on health
expenditure. The 65+ age group is ex-
pected to increase much more rapidly
than the 18-64 age group over the next
decades. The Commonwealth Treasury
projects health expenditures to be be-

expenditure expenditure

tween 9% and 19% of GDP by 2041,
depending on the rate of productivity
growth and growth in per capita health
expenditures. Public health care costs
are currently 5.8% of GDP.

[OECD Country Survey, Australia, 1999]

Population growth rates by age
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Burning | ssues

Australians think the biggest issues for ~ from first place only recently. The is-
the Federal Government are ‘bread and  sues most beloved of many commenta-
butter’ issues such as unemployment, tors in the media—Aborigines, the Re-
health & hogpitals, and education &  public and the environment—do not
schools, with unemployment falling rate anywhere near as high.

% nominating an issue as important
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Bad new for environmentalists !

None of Australia’s 92,000
species of invertebratesare
classed as threatened.

However, a few might be
regarded asthreatening >>>>>>>>>

777 170 Known species

e

Threatened
species

Source: OECD
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Don’t Just Sit There, Sign Something !
»g Theenvironment has become agrowth area for internationa treaties.
There are 139 multilateral agreements on the environment
which have been signed by at least one

member of the OECD

Illllll

30 T

— 0 —
g [ Q Us—g g 2 8 35
c S = = (T c Q
c [} c O = —_ < =
s S S g 853 S & s, a5
= = = =
E'E ] 0 =23 Z £ ¢ S °o3
[ [T Q %) EQ_
= < ©

FACTS G 7



o Not so Outsour ced

There is much concern about
‘downsizing’, yet only 23,000 jobs
have been outsourced from private
firms since 1996-97, a mere 0.5% of

the private sector workforce. [Business
Longitudinal Survey].

o All Stocked Up

The Australian stock exchange is the
sixth largest in the world. With a mar-
ket capitaisation of $USB70bn, it is
exceeded only by the French
($US990bn), German ($US1,090bn),
British ($US2,370bn), Japanese
($US2,500bn) and American
($US13,450bn). With the exclusion of
the Tokyo exchange, the ASX is con-
siderably larger than al other stock ex-
changes in the East Asian region—
being worth about 70% of their com-

bined total market capitalisation. [Global
Financial Data, www.globalfindata.com).

# A More PC Country

It's official, Australia is a more PC
country at home than the US. more
Australian households own personal
computers (47%) than American
households (42%). Since personal
computers were developed, the US had
the highest home ownership rate until

recently  [ABS 4102.0: Alan Oxley, Seize
The Future, page 128.]

o Living Reconciliation

Of the 117,782 Australian households
recorded by the 1996 Census as having
indigenous members, 63,770 or 54%
had both indigenous and non-
indigenous people living together. .
[ABSCat. No. 2034.0]
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